
often attracted to the darkness. Old habits that we cannot 

throw off and old customs that are so much a part of our 

lives remind us that we often fail to live the new life that 

Christ calls us to live. Give us strength, O Father, to 

break the bonds that hold us; give us courage to live a 

new life in you; give us faith to believe that with your 

help we will not fail. All this we ask in the name of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen. 
    

  The Assurance of Pardon: John 8:12 
 

*The Hymn of Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 730  

 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 

  The Children’s Message  
 (Children, 4’s, K –1st grade, may leave for Children’s Worship) 
 

  The Pastoral Prayer 
 

  The Anthem: “Joseph, See the Holy Child” Paul S. Jones 
 Joseph, see the holy Child born to Mary, mother mild; call him  

 Jesus, Adam’s son, now in Christ our God has come; call him 

 brother, close of kin, human nature, without sin. Born to us, a  

 fallen race, God incarnate, gift of grace. 
 

 Shepherds, run to Bethlehem, seek the babe outside the inn;  

 Shepherd in the manger lies, born to comfort all your sighs; unto 

 you the Savior lives, for the sheep his life he gives. Born to save 

 our wandering race, Jesus leads us by his grace. 
 

 Eastern kings, your glory bring, royal treasure for the King; King 

 of all, the Son is given, destined for the throne of heaven; raised 

 on high, the Christ will reign, conquer sin and death and pain. 

 Born to govern Adam’s race, Jesus rules, the King of grace! 
 

 Jesus, Brother, Shepherd, King, Christians, let your voices ring! 

 God made flesh, the Living Word, King of kings and Mighty Lord. 

 Faithful Shepherd, David’s Son. Christ, Messiah, Holy One. Born 

 to save his chosen race, Jesus gives us grace on grace. 
  Words by Philip Graham Ryken; Copyright © 2009 by Paul S. Jones, distributed by  

   Paul Jones Music, Inc. Used with permission  

   
  The Offertory: “How Can I Keep from Singing” Raymond H. Haan 

  

  The Offering: 
Today’s offering is for Camp Tall Turf and the LaGrave General Fund. 
Please use an envelope from the pew to designate your gift. All 
undesignated monies will go to the General Fund. 

(Please sign and pass the Welcome Register.) 
 

December 29, 2019 
 

Led by the Holy Spirit, LaGrave’s members seek 
to worship and serve God in all of life, 
transforming His world and being transformed 
to reflect the character of Christ.  

 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave. Because our worship proceeds 
without announcements, please carefully follow the order of 
worship printed below. An asterisk denotes standing for those 
who are able. We are glad that you are here. Let us worship God 
together. 
 

MORNING WORSHIP 8:40 & 11:00 AM 
 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 

The Prelude: 
Please prepare your heart and mind for worship 

with a time of prayer and meditation. 

 “Two Carols of Adoration” Jean-François Dandrieu

 “Trumpets Sound and Angels Sing” Claude Balbastre 

 

  The Chiming of the Hour 
 

  The Introit: “Christians, Awake”  

 Christians, awake, salute the happy morn on which the Savior of  

 the world was born. Rise to adore the mystery of love which hosts 

 of angels chanted from above. With them the joyful tidings were 

 begun of God incarnate and the virgin’s Son. 
 

*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 81  

“Angels, from the Realms of Glory” 
(The congregation is asked to rise on the last line of the hymn introduction.) 

 

*The Greeting  
 

*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 

  The Welcome   
 

We Approach God with Penitence 
 

  The Call to Confession: Ephesians 5:8-16 
 

  The Unison Prayer of Confession: 

Our Father in heaven, we thank you that you have led us 

into the light. Thank you for sending Jesus the Savior, to 

call us from death to life. We confess that we are still 

*The Doxology: 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
  

God Speaks to Us  
 

  The Scripture: Isaiah 7:10-16, Psalm 113, Luke 3:21-23a 
 

  The Sermon: “CHRISTMAS AND HOLY DAYS” 
 

  The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word  
 

We Respond with Praise 
 

*The Closing Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 378  
 “Lord of All Hopefulness”  
 

*The Benediction 
 

*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 

*The Organ Amen  
 

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells 
 

*The Postlude: “Carol Improvisation” Jonathan Tuuk 

 

Rev. Bob Arbogast – guest minister 
Pastor Bob Grussing – liturgist  
Jonathan Tuuk – guest organist 

Jason Reiffer – vocalist 
Jake and Molly Versluis – Cross & Bible Bearers (8:40) 

Judy Otte and Atembo Abekya – Cross & Bible Bearers (11:00) 
 

We welcome Rev. Bob Arbogast to lead us in worship today. 
Rev. Arbogast is the pastor of Celebration Fellowship CRC 
which worships in Bellamy Creek and Handlon prisons. 
Members of LaGrave have been worshipping with Celebration 
Fellowship since it began. 

 

Music at LaGrave: 

Philip Graham Ryken’s Christmas poem Joseph, See the Holy 

Child conveys the birth of the baby born in a manger as a gift 

of grace. While Christ is Adam’s son, he is also our Brother; 

while shepherds came to Bethlehem, the Christ-Child is the 

good Shepherd who gave his life for the sheep; whereas kings 

visited with gifts, Jesus, the King, rules with grace and truth. 



 
The final stanza combines each of these thoughts. Paul S. 

Jones, a respected composer, arranger, and former director 

of music at Philadelphia’s Tenth Presbyterian Church, wrote 

a simple musical setting to Ryken’s poignant text. 
 
The flowers on the chancel are in loving memory of Martin 
and Nancy Bolt. Martie passed away 10 years ago on 
Christmas Day and Nancy most recently on November 14. 
The flowers are given by their siblings, Norma and Lloyd 
Tinholt 
 

The December special offering is for Camp Tall Turf, a 40-
year-old Christian camp offering leadership training and 
mentoring for inner city and greater Grand Rapids youth.  
 
There is No Evening Service. 
 

Livestreaming worship is available at lagrave.org. 

 
 


