
 

 

SEPTEMBER 22 
HOSPITALITY & OUR GROWING CAMPUS 
The congregation strongly supported the purchase of the 100 Sheldon property which expands our campus in the heart of the 
city.  Since that decision committees have been working hard on plans for ministry, construction, and fund-raising.  Three Growing 
U sessions are devoted to learning about how our growing campus provides our congregation with ministry opportunities and 
challenges.  These sessions will provide updates on the progress of the committees and give members an opportunity to participate 
in developing the vision for ministry on our growing campus. 
 

SEPTEMBER 29 
PRACTICING HOSPITALITY 

Dr. NEAL PLANTINGA | Neal Plantinga is Senior Research Fellow in the Calvin Institute of 

Christian Worship.  He was formerly President of Calvin Theological Seminary. 
 
Many of us think hospitality as mere domestic nicety, but is it? How is hospitality in fact a feature of 
God’s own life and of God’s generous act of creation? What are some conspicuous examples of 
Christian hospitality? This presentation will be a description of Christian hospitality, rooting it in the 
life of God and in God’s good creation. 
 
 
 
 

 
OCTOBER 6 & 13 
RECOVERING THE SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE OF HOSPITALITY 
Dr. AMANDA BENCKHUYSEN | Amanda teaches Old Testament and Biblical Hebrew at Calvin 

Seminary.  She is currently researching and writing in the area of biblical ethics. She is the author of 
the newly released, The Gospel According to Eve: A History of Women’s Interpretation. In her spare 
time, Amanda enjoys spending time with her husband Martin and her daughters Kiya and Syann.   
 
What does it look like to practice hospitality as an act of Christian discipleship?  How does Christian 
hospitality shape how we think about issues related to immigration?  In these two sessions, we will 
explore biblical practices of hospitality with an eye toward critically reflecting on our own practices 
of hospitality today.  In the first session, participants will learn the distinctives of biblical hospitality, 
gain a more expansive understanding of the meaning of hospitality, and have an opportunity to reflect on how hospitality 
fits in with the life of discipleship and what it means to follow Jesus.  In the second session, we will focus on the implications 
of Christian hospitality for how we welcome immigrants and issues of immigration. 
 
 

 
GROWING U | September 22, 2018 – 

December 15, 2019 
Welcome to the Fall portion of the 2018 year of life-long 

learning.  Growing U is an educational opportunity for adults 
to deepen their relationship with Jesus as they intentionally 

journey into the character of Christ. 
Spiritual Formation Committee 

 
 



 

 

 

OCTOBER 20 
CONGREGATIONAL COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP 

 
OCTOBER 27 
HOSPITALITY & OUR GROWING CAMPUS 
The congregation strongly supported the purchase of the 100 Sheldon property which expands our campus in the heart of 
the city.  Since that decision committees have been working hard on plans for ministry, construction, and fund-raising.  Three 
Growing U sessions are devoted to learning about how our growing campus provides our congregation with ministry 
opportunities and challenges.  These sessions will provide updates on the progress of the committees and give members an 
opportunity to participate in developing the vision for ministry on our growing campus. 
 
 

 

NOVEMBER 3 & 10 
KINGDOM HOSPITALITY AMIDST A CULTURE OF: 
CONTEMPT (session 1) & PRIVELEDGE (session 2) 

Rev. MICHAEL GULKER | Michael is President of The Colossian Forum. He has a long-

standing interest in the oft-times contentious intersection of faith and culture and how both thrive 
best when rooted in worship.  A native of West Michigan, he studied philosophy and theology 
at Calvin College, has a divinity degree from Duke Divinity School, and is an ordained 
Mennonite pastor.  Before coming to The Colossian Forum, Michael served as pastor of Christ 
Community Church in Des Moines, Iowa. He and his wife Jodie have two children. 
 
How do you show hospitality to folks that make you uncomfortable?  What difference does it 
make to the future of the church?  What difference does hospitality make to your own 
happiness?  Have we confused our own privilege and the American dream of self-sufficiency 
and independence with the Kingdom of God?  The two presentations will provide a well-
researched conceptual frame situated in current sociological research followed by concrete 

practices of hospitality that can begin to form our imagination for how Christ’s gospel of reconciliation might once again be 
good news for the world and our own lives.  
 

NOVEMBER 17 
“THE BID” 
Rev. JACK ROEDA | Jack is a retired pastor in the Christian Reformed Church, his most recent 

congregation being Church of the Servant in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
 
Science says that lasting relationships come down to, you guessed it, kindness and generosity. 
This kindness and generosity provides a road map to hospitality.  Do we respond well to the 
request to enter as a guest?  Do we make the request to receive guests?  How can we train 
ourselves to receive God’s bid to be our guest? 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 24 
HOSPITALITY & OUR GROWING CAMPUS 
The congregation strongly supported the purchase of the 100 Sheldon property which expands our campus in the heart of 
the city.  Since that decision committees have been working hard on plans for ministry, construction, and fund-raising.  Three 
Growing U sessions are devoted to learning about how our growing campus provides our congregation with ministry 



 

 

opportunities and challenges.  These sessions will provide updates on the progress of the committees and give members an 
opportunity to participate in developing the vision for ministry on our growing campus. 
 

DECEMBER 1 
NO GROWING U 
 

DECEMBER 8 
CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD 

 
Children and adults are invited to gather in the chapel as La Grave members share Christmas songs 
and stories from around the world that celebrate the birth of our Savior.  Join us for this festive 
“Christmas Around the World.”  
 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER 15 
CONGREGATIONAL COOKIE DECORATING & FELLOWSHIP 
 
 


