
We wait for the coming of the Lord. 

In the season of advent, we peer through the darkness toward 

the light. 

Jesus is our light and our hope. 

We light this candle for our Prince of Peace. He will settle 

disputes between the peoples. He will beat the swords into 

plowshares and the spears into pruning hooks. We will walk 

in the light of the Lord (Isaiah 2:4,5).  

Come quickly, Prince of Peace. Our world waits for you. 
                  (Light candle in silence) 

 

  The Prayer of Confession:  

Living God, we pray for your peace to pervade our 

world. As your people, we ask you to help us to resist the 

temptations of power, to understand that vengeance 

begets violence, and to bring peace, not war, wherever we 

go. For You, O God, have been merciful to us. For You, 

O God, have been patient with us. For You, O God, have 

been gracious to us. And so may we be merciful and 

patient and gracious with others whom you also love. 

This we ask this through Jesus, our Prince of Peace. 

Amen. 
 

            Prayer concluded by singing: 
 

  Lift Up Your Hearts: 480 “Wait for the Lord” 
 

  The Assurance of Forgiveness: Isaiah 9:2,6 (pg. 1073) 
 

*The Hymn of Commitment: Worship & Rejoice 191 
 “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 
 

  The Children’s Message: 
  Leader: What is our prayer for these children? 
  Congregation: The Lord be with you. 
  Children: And also with you. 
           (Children, 4-2nd grade, may leave for Children’s Worship) 

 

  The Pastoral Prayer  
 

  The Anthem: 
 “O Holy Night” Adolphe Adam, arr. by Peter Stone 

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, it is the night of 
the dear Savior’s birth. Long lay the world in sin and error 
pining, till he appeared and the soul felt its worth. A thrill of 
hope the weary world rejoices, for yonder breaks a new and 
glorious morn. Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! 

 

 December 24, 2017 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

Led by the Holy Spirit, LaGrave’s members seek 
to worship and serve God in all of life, 
transforming His world and being transformed 
to reflect the character of Christ. 

 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave. Because our worship proceeds 
without announcements, please carefully follow the order of 
worship printed below, noting that we use two different red 
hymnals. The Worship & Rejoice hymnal will be indicated by 
bold, italic type. An asterisk (*) denotes standing for those who 
are able. We are glad that you are here. Let us worship God 
together. 
 

MORNING WORSHIP 8:40 & 11:00 AM 
 

Please prepare your heart and mind for worship 
with a time of prayer and meditation. 

 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 

  The Prelude: 
 “Pastorale from Le Prologue de Jesus” Joseph W. Clokey 
 “What Child Is This” Robert A. Hobby 
 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” John Ferguson, Raymond H. Haan 
 O come desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind. 
 Bid all our sad divisions cease, and be thyself our King of peace. 
 

  The Chiming of the Hour 
 

  The Introit: “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” Geonyong Lee 

 Come now, O Prince of Peace, make us one body;  

 come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 
  Words: Geonyong Lee; tr. Marion Pope; Words & Music © 1988 Goenyong Lee  
 

*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 60 
 “Hark, the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes” 
        (The congregation is asked to rise on the last line of the hymn introduction.) 
 

*The Greeting 
 

*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 

  The Welcome   
 

We Humbly Approach God 
 

  The Advent Litany: 

In the season of advent, our hearts are open and our souls are 

hungry. 

O night divine! O night when Christ was born. O night 
divine! O night, O night divine. 
 

Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, with glowing 
hearts, by his cradle we stand. So, led by light of a star 
sweetly gleaming, here came the wise men from Orient 
land. The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger, in all our 
trials born to be our Friend; he knows our need, to our 
weakness is no stranger; behold your King! Before him 
lowly bend! 
 

Truly he taught us to love one another, his law is love and 
his gospel is peace. Chains shall he break, for the slave is 
our brother, and in his name all oppression shall cease. 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, let all 
within us praise his holy name. Christ is the Lord, O praise 
his name forever! His power and glory evermore proclaim!  
 

  The Offertory: 
 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” Ronald R. Williams 

 

  The Offering  
Today’s offering is for Camp Tall Turf and the LaGrave General Fund. 
Please use an envelope from the pew to designate your gift. All 
undesignated monies will go to the General Fund. 

(Please sign and pass the Welcome Register.)  

 

*The Doxology: 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

God Speaks to Us  
 

  The Scripture: Isaiah 9:2-7; (pg. 1073) 
   Luke 2:8-16 (pg. 1593) 
 

  The Sermon: “TO US A CHILD IS BORN: PRINCE OF  
    PEACE” 

 

  The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 
 

We Go in His Peace 
 

*The Hymn of Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 61:1,4,6,7 
 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
 
 



 
*The Benediction 
 

*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells 
 
*The Postlude: “Festival Postlude on “Hark! The Herald  
                     Angels Sing” Neil Harmon 

 
Rev. Peter Jonker – minister 
Rev. Ruth Boven – liturgist  

Norma deWaal Malefyt – organist, pianist 
Vocal Quartet 

Kathryn Becksvoort – soprano, Jess Hollenbach – alto  
Jason Reiffer – tenor; Karel deWaal Malefyt – bass  

Ella Busscher – candle lighter (8:40) 
Seth Ondersma – candle lighter (11:00) 

Mary and Ken Afman – Cross & Bible Bearers (8:40) 
Susan and Evan Roelofs – Cross & Bible Bearers (11:00) 

 

The flowers on the chancel are in loving memory of Dr. 

Martin Bolt who entered his heavenly home 8 years ago on 

Christmas Day. They are given by his wife, Nancy, and their 

children and grandchildren. 
 

Music at LaGrave: 

The beloved Christmas song O Holy Night originated in the 

19th century as a Christmas poem penned by French wine 

merchant and poet Placide Cappeau.  He was asked by the 

village priest to write a work in celebration of the renovation 

of the church organ in Roquemaure.  Soon after, the music 

was composed by Adolphe Adam, Parisian composer of 

opera and ballet.  A Unitarian minister, later turned music 

journalist and classical music critic named John S. Dwight, 

wrote an English version based on Cappeau’s poem that is 

widely sung today.    
 

The December special offering is for Camp Tall Turf. 
Camp Tall Turf is specifically designed to teach campers 
about the value of diversity. Campers who attend Tall Turf 
develop critical cross-cultural skills in a fun, safe and 
engaging environment. Students who attend come from all 
walks of life but are united by the shared belief that we are 
all made in the image of God.  
 

Tonight we will have our annual 11 pm Christmas Eve 

service. Reverend Jonker and Reverend Boven will lead the 

service. Our theme will be Night of Silence, Day of Song. 

Expect a beautiful candlelit night of song and Word. Come early 

if you want a seat. 
 

Christmas Banners at LaGrave: The primary sanctuary color of 

Christmas is white, symbolizing the purity and holiness of Jesus. 

The Christ child born in the manger was truly God and truly man. 

The only respect in which his humanity differed from you and me 

is that Jesus was perfect and lived a sinless life. It was that very 

sinless life that enabled him to take our sins upon himself. 

The gold color represents the kingship of Christ. The colors 

in the banners bring together the First Advent, purple; the birth of 

Christ, white; and the return of Christ the King in his Second 

Advent, gold, in the joy and celebration of Christmas. Christ, our 

King, is born!  
 

Livestreaming worship is available at lagrave.org. 

 


