
       Concluded by singing:  

“Comfort for My Life Is Found” 

 

  The Explanation of Baptism (8:40) 
 

  The Vows of Parents and Congregation (8:40) 
 

  The Sacrament of Baptism (8:40) 
 (Children 4-2nd grade may come forward to witness the baptism) 
 

  Grant Daniel Schimmel, son of Andrew & Julie Schimmel 
     (Prayer Partner: Emily & Ryan Vanden Heuvel) 
 

*The Apostles’ Creed: Our Faith, pg. 13 (11:00) 
 

*The Hymn of Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 770:1,2,4 
 “In Christ Alone” 
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 

  The Children’s Message (11:00) 
  Leader: What is our prayer for these children? 
  Congregation: The Lord be with you. 
  Children: And also with you. 
           (Children, 4-2nd grade, may leave for Children’s Worship) 

November 26, 2017 
 

Welcome to worship at LaGrave. Because our worship proceeds 
without announcements, please carefully follow the order of 
worship printed below. An asterisk (*) denotes standing for those 
who are able. We are glad that you are here. Let us worship God 
together. 

 

MORNING WORSHIP 8:40 & 11:00 AM 
 

Please prepare your heart and mind for worship 
with a time of prayer and meditation. 

 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 

  The Prelude:  “Steal Away to Jesus” Hal H. Hopson 

  Steal away, steal away home. I ain’t got long to stay here. 
 “Shall we Gather at the River” Daniel Kallman 
 

  The Chiming of the Hour 
 

  The Introit:  
 “I Was Glad” (8:40) Larry Visser 
 I was glad when they said unto me, “Let us go to the house of  
 the Lord.”  Psalm 122:1 

 

 “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” (11:00)  
 Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, help me stand, I  
 am tired, I am weak, I am worn; through the storm, through  
 the night, lead me on to the light, take my hand, precious  
 Lord, lead me home. 
  Words: Thomas A Dorsey © 1938, 1966, Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp. 
 

*The Processional Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 557 
 “O God Beyond All Praising” 
        (The congregation is asked to rise on the last line of the hymn introduction.) 
 

*The Greeting 
 

*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 

  The Welcome   
 

We Humbly Approach God 
 

  The Prayer of Dependence: 
Gracious God, you know us better than we know 
ourselves. All our thoughts and actions are known by you 
and yet you love us. From life’s first cry to final breath, 
your faithfulness sustains us. We confess our need for you 
to guide us on paths that lead to life. Make our hearts 
open sails for your Spirit. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 

 

  The Pastoral Prayer  
 

  The Anthem: “Jerusalem the Golden” (8:40) arr. Larry Visser 
Jerusalem the golden, descending from above, the city of 
God’s presence, the vision of God’s love. I know not, oh, I 
know not what joys await us there, what radiancy of glory, 
what bliss beyond compare! 
 

They stand, those halls of Zion, all jubilant with song, so 
bright with many an angel and all the martyr throng. The 
Prince is ever in them, the daylight is serene; the tree of life 
and healing has leaves of richest green. 
 

There is the throne of David, and there from pain released, 
the shout of those who triumph, the song of those who feast. 
And all who with their leader have conquered in the fight, 
forever and forever are robed in purest white. 
 

How lovely is that city, the home of God’s elect! How 
beautiful the country that eager hearts expect! O Christ, in 
mercy bring us to that eternal shore where Father, Son, and 
Spirit are worshipped evermore. Amen! 

 

 “The Holy City” (11:00) F. E. Weatherly and Stephen Adams 
Last night I lay a sleeping, there came a dream so fair. I 
stood in old Jerusalem, beside the temple there; I heard the 
children singing, and ever as they sang, I thought the voice of 
angels, from heaven in answer rang. Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
lift up your gates and sing: Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna 
to your King!  

 

 And then I thought my dream was changed, the streets  
 no longer rang. Hushed were the glad Hosannas the  
 little children sang. The sun grew dark with mystery, the  
 morn was cold and chill as the shadow of a cross arose  
 upon a lonely hill. Jerusalem, Jerusalem, Hark! How the  
 angels sing: Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna to your king! 
 

And once again the scene was changed, new earth there 
seemed to be. I saw the holy city beside the tideless sea. The 
light of God was on its streets, the gates were open wide, and 
all who would might enter, and no one was denied. No need 
of moon or stars by night, or sun to shine by day; it was the 
new Jerusalem that would not pass away.  
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, sing for the night is o’er: Hosanna in 
the highest, Hosanna forevermore!  

 

  The Offertory: “Goin’ Home”  Antonin Dvořák 
   

  The Offering  
Today’s offering is for World Renew and the LaGrave General Fund. 
Please use an envelope from the pew to designate your gift. All 
undesignated monies will go to the General Fund. 

(Please sign and pass the Welcome Register.)  



  

*The Doxology: 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

God Speaks to Us  
 

*The Confession of Faith: Our Faith (pg. 88) 

  Heidelberg Catechism Q. & A. 57 and 58 
 

  The Scripture: Luke 23:32-43 (pg. 1642) 
 

  The Sermon: “WORDS ON THE WALL: WHAT  
                          HAPPENS WHEN WE DIE?” 

 

  The Prayer for a Blessing on the Word 
 

We Go in His Peace 
 

  The Hymn of Response: Lift Up Your Hearts 466:1,3-5 
 “Abide With Me” 
 

*The Benediction 
 

*The People’s Response: Amen. 
 

*The Amen 
 

*The Silent Prayer and Carillon Bells 
 

*The Postlude: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  
  J. Christopher Pardini 
 Changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place. 

 

Rev. Peter Jonker – minister 
Rev. Ruth Boven – liturgist  

Dr. Larry Visser – organist, pianist 
Kathy Gomez – English horn, oboe 

Chancel Choir, Merle Mustert – director (8:40) 
Jason Coffey – vocalist (11:00) 

Dee DeKryger and Nate Versluis – Cross & Bible Bearers (8:40) 
Ingrid and Paul Speulstra – Cross & Bible Bearers (11:00) 

 

Our guest musicians this morning include Jason Coffey who 
sings regionally with Opera Grand Rapids and the Great Lakes 
Chamber Orchestra and is also artist in residence at Park 
Congregational Church, and English Hornist Kathy Gomez 
who is in her 37th year with the GR Symphony.    
 

Music at LaGrave (8:40): The text of Jerusalem the Golden 
originated as a poem of almost 3000 lines with a complex meter 
pattern of six groups of triplets and an intricate rhyming 
scheme, authored around 1145 by a 12th-century monk, Bernard 
of Cluny.  The text is based on imagery from the new Jerusalem 

found in Rev. 21.  Scottish-born amateur musician Alexander Ewing 
wrote the tune, originally in triple meter, but later altered by William 
Monk to duple meter.  The 2003 choral arrangement sung this 
morning was composed and dedicated to Merle Mustert upon the 
occasion of his retirement as Professor of Music at Calvin College.   
 

The flowers on the chancel are given by Chris and Kara 
VerMeulen in celebration of their daughters Alexandra, 
Anneka, and Charlotte’s birthdays. 
 

The November special offering is for World Renew. The offering 
will be distributed between world hunger and disaster relief. 
 

This evening Rev. Jonker will lead a service of meditations and 
songs. All of our singing will be Psalm based. 


